
This is BIG in the ETS news! Last year, ETS advisors were appalled by all of the financial aid 

awards coming in from various colleges. We are members of the NH Educational Opportunity 

Association (NHEOA).  Two years ago, the NHEOA began an action plan to address this issue 

for NH Students. Since then, we have connected with college president’s offices, other 

Educational Opportunity Organizations, the former governor, and the NH Legislature. We were 

able to get Representative Jim Grenier to jump on board. He has been working closely with us 

since last fall to create a bill to reinstate the NH Incentive Grant. The new bill (attached) is called 

HB607 NH Student Access Grant, designed to give Pell Eligible NH students $1,000 each year 

for four years. The NH Incentive Grant was eliminated in 2012 and NH is the only state in the 

country (except GA) that does not provide students with any state-aid. There was a hearing last 

Tuesday in front of the Education Committee. I assembled a team of people to provide testimony 

including myself, Scott Power from NH Scholars, 2 people from NHASFAA (representing 

financial aid administrators from every college and community college in NH), the director of 

ETS, a staff member of Upward Bound, 2 students from Nashua Community College, and 2 

Concord High School seniors (Anupreet Saini and Cheyenne Schafer).  Dr. Edward McKay of 

the NH Department of Education also spoke on our behalf, made some recommendations on its 

administration, and stated that he supported this bill. Everyone that spoke was amazing, I was 

particularly proud of our Concord seniors (by the way, I really hope someone could get them an 

excused absence for the time they missed)! On Wednesday, February 1
st
 at 1:00, it went to the 

Executive Session for deliberation. We found out today, that it passed the Education Committee! 

Next, it will go to the full House and the Finance Committee. You can make a difference by 

contacting your legislators to get them to vote in favor of this bill. We have made it easy for you, 

with a built in letter. Just follow this link:  http://cqrcengage.com/nacac/app/write-a-

letter?0&engagementId=283273 
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